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Centralizacio - decentralizacio

> Osrégen folyik a vita a centralizacio és a
decentralizacio elényeirdl es hatranyairol. Olyan
nevek ugranak be itt az emlekezetembe, mint
Adam Smith, Marx, Hayek es Lenin, vagy az
elmeleti matematikai kozgazdasagtan nagyjal, a
Nobel-dijas Arrow €s Hurwicz. Azt hittem, naiv
modon, hogy ezek a vitak Magyarorszagon
egyetemi elmelettorteneti orakon kerulhetnek
csak elo, Intellektualis csemegekent. Szo sincs
rolall A vita, Ugy: latszik, ismet idoszerdu.
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Vertikalis és horizontalis
koordinacio

> Az els6 modellben lathatoak a kezek: a fonok parancsra
figyelmeztetd es — ha kell — fenyegetd keze. A masodik
modellben, Adam Smith remek kifejezesevel, ,|athatatlan
kéz” vezérli a koordinaciot.

Az elso modellhez hasonlo kepzédmeny testesil meg az
allamban (noha sohasem annyira tiszta formaban, mint

ahogy azt a az elméleti modell abrazolja.) A masodik
modellhez ketfele szfera hasonlit. Az egyik a piac,
amelyben az 6sszehangolodast a jol felfogott anyag
erdek motivalja, es az elado es a vevo
megegyezeseiben testestl meg. A masik horizontalisan
koordinalt szferaban mikodnek a nonprofit szervezetek,
a kulonbozo szabad tarsulasok es egyesuletek, a ,civil
tarsadalom™ csoportosulasai. Motivacioikiban
keveredhetnek az anyagi es nem anyagi 0Sztonzok.
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Whig history versus Christian
politicall economy.

> Tory writers in the first half of nineteenth century
usually presented as backward, romantic
traditionalists, incapable of grasping the
rationality of the new science of political

economy.
> Protectionism:1815 Corn Law...
> and moral repudiation of political economy.

> By the 1840s the conservative party moved
towards becoming the party ofi free trade and a
largely: seli-regulating market.
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Egy XIX. szazadi politokenomia
professzor: Whately érsek

That Political-Economy should have been com-
plained of as hostile to Religion, will probably
be regarded a century hence (should the fact
be then on record) with the same wonder, almost
approaching to incredulity, with which we 0
the present day hear of men sincerely opposing,
on religious grounds, the Copernican system.
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Hogyan lehet megoldani egy millios
nagyvaroes ellatasat?

Now let any one consider this problem in all its
bearings, reflecting on the enormous and fluctu-
ating number of persons to be fed—the immense
quantity, and the variety, of the provisions to be
furnished, the importancé of a convenient dis-
tribution of them, and the necessity of husband-
ing them discreetly ; and then let him reflect on
the anxious toil which such a task would impose
on a board of the most experienced and intelli-
gent commissaries ; who after all would be able

to discharge their office but very inadequately.




the most important objects are accomplished by
the joint agency of persons who never think of
them, nor have any idea of acting in concert;

and that, with a certainty, completeness, and
regularity, which probably the most diligent be-
nevolence under the guidance of the greatest

human wisdom could never have attained.
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But the point to which I wish to call your atten-
tion, as most pertinent to the present inquiry, is,
that by the wise and benevolent arrangement

of Providence, even those who are thinking only
of their own credit and advantage, are, in the
pursuit of these selfish objects, led, unconsciously,
to benefit others: the public welfare is not left

to depend merely on the operation of public-
spirit.
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C.Ripa: Ilconolegia — az 1778-as angol
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Dentes the careand protetion of God oer areated beings” 1 allegoricaly
reprefented by the figwe of a venerable matron, nobly dreffed in white robes
eleated on-the clouds, and crowned with a gurand of the s of corm and
arape: T s holding o Keys n one ha, and the helm of a fhip i the oher
the figure of an ey i placed on her beafy furvounded by rays of light, and the
ofobe of the eath below the clouds, from which deleendsthe dropping dew, She
i reprelented a venerable matron, dreffed in white vobes, fated on the clouds
and crowned with the ems of corm and grapes, to denote the exalted excellence
and purity of Providence, th giver of llthe blfings we enjoy, The Keys are
emblematial ofthe fecrecy, power, and fvereigney of Divine Providence, and the
helon of the fip indicates fafuty and protection, and that Providence s onr direce

to, defence and [hild, in the moft imminent dungers and diffultes, The
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A Heidelbergl Kate 1563

> 27.K.: Mit ertesz az Isten > 28. K.: Mit hasznal az, ha tudjuk,
gonadviselesen? hogy Isten teremtett mindeneket es

> F.: Istennek mindenhat6 és gonaviselesevel meg most is
mindenitt jelen valo erejét, fenntartja?
mellyel a mennyet és foldet, F.: Azt, hogy mindennemu
minden teremtmennyel egydutt, viszontagsagban tlrelmesek, a
mintegy sajat kezevel még most boldogsagban haladatosak

is fenntartja. Es Ugy igazgatja, lehessiink. Es mindabban, ami még
hogy fak és fuvek, esé es rank j6het: |6 reménysegben
szarazsag, termekeny €s legylink a mi hlséeges Istentnk és
terméketlen évek, étel és ital, Atyank irant: hogy egy teremtmeny
egeszseg €s betegseg, sem szakaszthat el minket az O
gazdagség €S Szegenyseg es szerelmetol. Mert annyira az O
minden mas dolog nem kezeben van minden teremtmeny,
veletlensegbodl, hanem az O hogy az O akarata ellen semmit
atyai kezebdl |o. sem tehet, de meg csak megi sem
mozdulhat.
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Egy XVII. szazadi holland:
Gondviselés eés vilagkereskedelem

> “God by His divine providence, wanting not only
to bestow everything which may serve to bring
felicity of His creatures, but also desiring to
create amity and a universal society ... has

diversitied lands and climates so each country
produces something ... not common elsewhere.
And wishing to exchange surplus for [products]
more rare, a country must have recourse to that
universal correspondence and mutuall exchange
which we calllcommerce”.
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Adam Smith keze (III.)

> Mivel tehat minden egyen tole telhetéen azon van, hogy
tokejet a hazai iparkodas szolgalataba allitsa, egyszersmind
ezt az iparkodast olyan iranyba terelje, hogy annak a termeéke
a lehetd legnagyobb értekl legyen, sziksegkeppen arra
torekszik, hogy a tarsadalom évi jovedelmet tole telhetéen
novelje. Altaldban persze nem all szandékaban el6mozditani a

kozerdeket, s nem is tudja, hogy mennyire mozditja azt elo.
Amikor a hazai iparkodas tamogatasat reszesiti elonyben a
kilfoldievel szemben, akkor csupan a sajat biztonsagat kivanja
eldsegiteni; amikor pedig ezt az iparkodast olyan iranyba
igyekszik terelni, hogy annak a termeke a leheto legnagyobb
ertekd legyen, akkor csak a sajat javat kivanja szolgalni, s
ebben, akarcsak sok mas esetben, egy lathatatlan kéz vezeti
egy olyan cel fele, amely nem is szerepelt a terveiben.
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J. Viner 1926 és 1966

> In his Theory of Moral Sentiments, Smith
develops his system of ethics oni the basis
of the doctrine of a harmonious order In
nature guided by God, and in an incidental
manner applies his general doctrine with
strict consistency to the economic order. In
his later work, the Wealth of Nations,
Smith devotes himselii to a specialized
INQuUIry. Intos the nature of economic order.
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Az eszmetorteneszek ideologial
vaksaga?

> For Adam Smith, all of this psychological
apparatus Is providential; it is designed by God
for the benefit of mankind, and it IS presumptous
for man, even it he be a moral philosopher...to
find flaws in it.

> Historians of thought either put on mental
blinders which hide from their sight the religious
igredients of Smith’s thought or treat them as
merely traditional and in Smith’s day fashionable
ornaments to what is essentially naturalistic and
rational analysis of economic matters.
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Edmund Burke 1795 — a
konzervativ’ Smith-olvasat

I befeech the Government {which I tike 1n the
largeft fenfe of tho word, comprehending the two
Houfes of Parliament) ferioufly to confider thar
years of fearcity o plenty, do not come alternately
or at {hort intervals, but in pretry long cycles and
rregularly, and confequently that we cannot .
fure ourfelves, if we take a wrong meafure, from
the temporary neceffities of one feafon; but that
the next, and probably more, will drive us to the
continuance of it o that in my opinion, there i
no way of preventing this evil which goes to the
deftrudtion of all our agricuhure, and of that par
of aur internal commerce which touches our agri-
culture the moft nearly, as well as the fafety and

very being of Government, but manfully to reff
the very fuft icea, fpeculative or pratical, thatit
1s within the compeience of Government, taken as
Government, o even of the rich, as rich, to fupply
to the poor, thofe neceflaries which it has pleafed
the Divine Providence for a while to with-hold
from them. We, the people, ought to be made
{enfible, that 1t is not 1n breaking the laws of com-
merce, which are the laws of nature, and confe-
quently the laws of God, that we are to place our
bope of foftening the divine difpleafure to remove
any calamity under which we fuffer, or which hangs
Qver us,
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Adam Smith + Edmund Burke =
Margaret Thatcher?

> During the last decades of the twentieth century, the
belief that an harmonious relationship can be established
between Smithian economic liberalism and Burkean
conservatism has been revived and disseminated.

By combining the two positions one arrives at a
spontaneous economic order that Is the unintended

outcome of individual choices, and a legal and
governmental regime that respects custom and tradition
while being protective of those ‘little platoons” — the
family, the Church, and other voluntary associations —
that are thought to be essential to social cohesion and
even nationhood.

With little exaggeration one could say that this amalgam
of Smith and Burke furnished the heady mixiure of
doctrines that fired the conviction politics of a recent
British Prime Minister and her closest intellectual
advisers.
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Hitt-e Smith egy szemelyes
Istenben? R. Coase 1976

were? According to Viner, Adam Smith thought that this was due to

guidance, that man exhibited these harmonious characteristics because he
had been created by God. It is difficult for us to enter the mind of someone
living two hundred vears ago, but it seems to me that Viner very much
exaggerates the extent to which Adam Smith was committed to a belief in a
personal God. As Viner himself notes, in those parts of the discussion where
we would expect the word “God” to be used, it is rarely found and the word
“Nature” is substituted or some such expression as “the great Architect of the

Unnersz or “‘the great Director of Nature” or even, on occasion, the “invis-
: - : » can gauge the degree of Adam Smith’s
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R. Coase: Smith, Isten és a
termeészetes kivalasztodas

The fact of the matter is that, in 1759, there was no way of explaining how
such a natural harmony came about unless one believed in a personal God
who created it all. Before Darwin, Mendel and perhaps also Crick and
Watson, if one observed, as Adam Smith thought he often did, a kind of
harmony existing in human nature, no explanation could be given if one
were unwilling to accept God the creator. My own feeling is that Adam
Smith was reluctant to adopt this particular explanation. His use of the term
“Nature" and other circumlocutions was rather a means of evading giving an
answer to the question than the statement of one. Since Adam Smith could
only sense that there was some alternative explanation, the right response
was suspended belief, and his position seems to have come close to this.
Today we would explain such a harmony in human nature as a result of
natural selection, the particular combination of psychological characteristics
being that likely to lead to survival. In fact, Adam Smith saw very clearly in
certain areas the relation between those characteristics which nature seems
to have chosen and those which increase the likelihood of survival.
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Menich! Crforfhe die Gefete meiner SdHdpfung, und
diefen Gefetien if5 hanbdle!

> Inthe same way that He established order among His
worlds [the planets, through gravitation and its law], He
has established order among His human beings [. . .]

In this way, He made sure that once man comprehends
the laws pertaining to the operation of this force, every.
iIndividual concerned exclusively with his own personal
weltare must bend his efforts to the benefit of all men in
a manner that 1s best for the welfare of all mankind.

This, therefore, Is the force that holds human society
together; It Is the bond that ties all men and forces them
by advancing their own welfare through mutual
exchange to further at the same time the welfare of
others.
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Isten éltessen Janos!
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